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PARTNERS IN LANGUAGE
PARTNERS IN TAAL

NOUS PARLONS LES MÊMES LANGUES

COMMUNICATING ACROSS BORDERS
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0. What is ������ ?

An electronic platform for language education

• French and Dutch for non-native speakers of these languages
• For free
• Full online: - available on the websites of television channel

- available via www.franel.eu
• Target audience: general public, schools, active professionals



1. Why ������ ?

1.1 Maintain and stimulate multilingualism

1.2 Need for good contents, freely available on the internet

1.3 Need for more ICT in (regular) language education

1.4 Capitalize on the advantages
of this cross-border region



1.1 Maintain and stimulate multilingualism

• French: - most sought-after foreign language in Belgium
- most in demand in training institutions

• Dutch: on the rise in Northern France and Wallonia



1.2 Need for good contents, freely available
on the internet

• Rather acute need

• Internet is an ideal medium:

– maximum flexibility
– anytime, anywhere



1.3 Need for more ICT in (regular) 
language education

• Acute need for greater integration of ICT in (regular) 
language education:

– hardware available in almost all schools
– Lack of usefull learning materials
– Need for ICT didactics

• Need for usefull pedagogical models integrating state-of-
the-art CALL technology



1.4 Capitalize on the advantages of this
cross-border region

• 2 universities for high-quality content development
K.U.Leuven Campus Kortrijk & Université CH. De Gaulle Lille 3

• 3 television channels supplying footage
WTV, NoTélé & C9 Télévision

• 2 spin-offs of K.U.Leuven Campus Kortrijk
INDIE Education, specialized in educative multimedia
BLCC, specialized in language training for professionals



2. How to use ������ ?

2.1 For free and anytime-anywhere

2.2 Obtain a username and a password

2.3 No particular software required



2.1 For free and anytime-anywhere

• Via the websites of the television channels:
– www.wtv.be/franel
– www.c9television.fr/franel
– www.notele.be/franel
– and via www.franel.eu

• Anywhere-anytime

• Multisession



2.2 Obtain a username and a password

• for free
• Individually or as a group



2.3 No particular software required

- Download QuickTime for free
- Download Flash8 for free
- ‘check’-button



3. ������ : original footage

3.1 Selection from 3 television programmes

3.2 Selection criteria

3.3 Organization of the visual material



3.1 Selection from 3 television
programmes

Cf. Interreg III-project

• Vie Quotidienne : daily life in the neighbouring
Dagelijks Leven region

• PULS: culture

• Transit : business life



3.2 Selection criteria

• Maximum 2 minutes

• Functionality of the image

• Interactivity

• Quality (image, language)



3.3 Organisation of the 
video materials

• Modules (per theme) divided into units (per reportage)

• Integration of general and professional language (in each module)

• In practice : Module “Work”: “Emploi”:

Module “Leisure”: “Loisirs”:

health, 
education, 
environment, 
work, culture,..

health, 
education, 
environment, 
work, culture,..



4. ������ : high-quality
assignments

4.1 Didactic scenario
4.1.1 global scenario

4.1.2 listening skills

4.1.3 vocabulary
4.1.4 spelling en pronunciation

4.1.5 communication situation

4.1.6 complementary activities

4.2 3 paths
4.2.1 camera (our montage)

4.2.2 camera (your montage)

4.2.3 zoom



4.1.1 Global scenario

Broad didactic exploitation

• More than just listening skills

• Also offering structured flash cards in addition
to the activities

• Also providing complementary activities



4.1.2 Listening skills
Preparatory activities



4.1.2 Listening skills

Skimming



4.1.2 Listening skills

Scanning



4.1.3 Vocabulary

Activities



4.1.3 Vocabulary

flash cards



4.1.4 Grammar

Activities



4.1.4 Grammar

Flash cards



4.1.5 Spelling and pronunciation



4.1.6 Communication situations
Activities



4.1.6 Communication situations
Flash cards



4.1.7 Additional activities

Reading skills

Listening skills



4.2 3 routes

4.2.1camera – our montage

4.2.2camera - your montage
4.2.3zoom



4.2.1 camera – our montage
• Units as threads
• Systematic, step by step
• Skills before knowledge



4.2.2 camera – your montage

• The units as threads
• Your own route
• Not systematic



4.2.3 Zoom

• Learning activities grouped per 
domain

• Footage
providing context



5. ������ : state-of-the-art
technology within reach

5.1 Multimedia

• Streaming video
• Player

5.2 Didactic technology

• Half open assignments
• Feedback mechanisms
• Tracking & logging

5.3 Interface

• Franel mascot



5.1 Multimedia

Streaming video

InstantlynoStreaming

Not instantlyyesProgressive
download

After downloadyesdownload

diagramStart of the 
viewing

Save?method



5.1 Multimedia
Player

• User friendly
• Progressive subtitling



5.2 Didactic technology

Half open exercises
not merely closed exercises
alternative answers accepted



5.2 Didactic technology

Feedback mechanisms second attempt
error-specific feedback



5.2 Didactic technology

Tracking & Logging
• for the learner



5.2 Didactic technology

Tracking & Logging
• for the coach



5.2 Didactic technology

Tracking & Logging
• for the coach



5.3 Interface

Franel mascot
• FRa and  NeL
• Guidance through the learning environment
• Speech bubble



6. Media campaign ������

More than 3500 users in less than 3 months

– website of Lingu@tic (http://www.kuleuven-kortrijk.be/linguatic)

– television and radio: spots, testimonials

– newspapers and magazines (with various target audiences): both editorial
articles and full-page advertisements

– websites of the partners (television channels, universities): banners, links  

– printed material about FRANEL: brochures in a handy format, cards with
language tips

– presentations and conferences, at universities and in schools

– training for secondary school teachers and tutors of higher education

– soon: Franel’s Stars: a competition



7. What else does
������ have in store?

• For the learner:
– additional modules for the learning environment (environ….)
– test environment: a competition with prizes

• For the coach:
– Studio Franel:

• Select contents
• Develop your own material

– Medi@tic: a database with video material
– Training sessions for language teachers
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See you at www.franel.eu

Project site: www.kuleuven-kortrijk.be/linguatic


